
 

Mission Statement: 
 
 

First United Methodist Church is 

a loving, supportive family of faith 

working together to share God's 

love. 

   
 

 

 

        

 Contact Us 
 
 

           105 N. Montgomery St 
        Gilmer, TX 75644 
        903-843-2610 
 
        www.gilmer-fumc.com 

 

Pastor, Richard Laster 
pastorlaster@etex.net 
 

Secretary, Carol Craddock 
gilmerchurch@gmail.com 
 

Financial Secretary, Lamon Geddie 
fumcacct@etex.net 

 

A Taste of Whatôs Inside 
2,9 Church Facts 
2 United Methodist Men 
2 Poinsettias for the Church 
3 Youth News, Angel Tree 
3 Christmas Puppet Presentation 
4 Light-A-Light Information 
5 Music Notes, The Bells of Christmas 
5 Senior Friends 
6 Womenôs Christmas Tea 
6 Newgate Mission Opportunity 
7 Choir Cantata: ñJoy to the Worldò 
7 Blue Christmas Service of Wholeness and Healing 
8 Our Christmas Journey 
9 Puppets for Jesus 
9  Scholarship deadline, Newsletter deadline 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
2 Methodist Menôs Auction ï December 1 
2 Poinsettias Deadline ï December 18 
3 Youth to Davisô Santa Land ï November 30 
3 Youth Council ï December 4 
3 Youth Christmas Party ï December 14 
3,5,8,9 Puppets for Jesus Christmas Presentation ï          
         December 4 
4 Light-A-Light Deadline ï December 18 
5,8 The Bells of Christmas ï December 11 
5 Senior Friends Christmas Dinner ï December 5 
6,8 Womenôs Christmas Tea ï December 15 
7,8 Christmas Cantata ñJoy to the Worldò ï 
 December 18 
7,8 Blue Christmas Service of Wholeness and    
         Healing ï December 21 
8 Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion ï   
         December 24  
9 Community Breakfast With Santa ï December 3 
9 College Scholarship Applications Due ï January 3 
9 Newsletter Deadline ï December 12 

 
 Friends . . . I begin this with an official pas-
toral ñthank youò to everyone involved in moving 
our Advent / Christmas celebration forward.  I am 
speaking in particular of the volunteers and partici-
pants in at least four specific events this past Sun-
day, November 20, and one the week prior.  In the 
ñweek beforeò several members and friends of our 
mission team gathered to assemble ñChristmas 

Childò boxes which contain specific donated items from church family 
members.  These have already joined hundreds more for distribution 
to young ones who need an extra touch of joy for the season. 
 This Sunday, after a several week church-wide collection of 
material for food boxes for families in the community, our youth 
spent their Sunday school hour ñputtingò the boxes together.  Follow-
ing worship several volunteers and a large number of participants 
created personalized Christmas wreaths.  These will adorn our 
church halls until just before Christmas with some heading to homes 
of the church family and others being donated for other purposes.  
Then our Young Believers in God (YBG)  kids started the Christmas 
tree decoration process which was at 4:00 p.m. Sunday,  followed by 
an all out, all hands on deck, emphasis to ñChristmas-izeò the facility.  
It is my privilege to be able to wander the building and look at every-
thing which brings Christmas to life.   
 I also acknowledge several folks involved in the life of the 
congregation who dedicated time last week to locating the Christmas 
trees and related decorations which are stored throughout our prop-
erty. 
 
(Please see Pastorôs Letter, page 6) 
 

 

The Methodist Messenger 
November 15, 2013 

The 

Meth-

First United 
Methodist Church 

Volume 72, Issue 22 December 1, 2016 

Church Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday    8 a.m. - 5 p.m.   (Closed for lunch from Noon - 1 p.m.) 



 

 

WE SHOW OUR LOVE 

By Our Prayers . . .   
 

Mike Aldredge, Thomas Bennett, family of Eula Mae Black-

well, Glen Bradshaw, Leland Davis, Imogene Harrison, Nat 

Harrison, Cherie Lambert, family of Raya Meyerson, Rob 

Robison, Amanda Scott, Helen Smith, Ray Thompson, 

Wayne and Mary Lou Wightman 
 

 

 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎπ
ŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǎƘǳǘ-ƛƴǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 

 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ ²Ŝō {ƛǘŜ  
ŦƻǊ ǳǇ-ǘƻ-ǘƘŜ-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΦ   
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bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нт ур мос мп 
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¸ŜŀǊ ǘƻ 5ŀǘŜ 

фо мср нн 

 

!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ   
[ŀǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊ 

ут мтм но 

Our Presence 

 

             

 

 

tǊŀȅŜǊ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
           

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ  
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ǘŜƭƭ DƻŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ IƛƳ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ  --  tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ пΥс 

{ǳōƳƛǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜΥ 
ǿǿǿΦƎƛƭƳŜǊ-ŦǳƳŎΦŎƻƳ 

  hǊ /ŀƭƭΥ  /ƘǳǊŎƘ hŶŎŜ ς фло-упо-нсмл 
tǊŀȅŜǊ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΥ .Ŝǧȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ ς фло-упо-оуср 

!ƴƴŜǧŜ .ǊŜŀȊŜŀƭŜ ς фло-тфл-ммом 

Like us on Facebook       

First United Methodist Church   

of Gilmer 

 

¢ƘŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ Page 2 

 

Attention All Men! 
 

You are invited to a special event on 
 

 Thursday, December 1st, at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 in the Fellowship Hall, for dinner  
 

and 

Annual Auction 
 

If you have any items (no junk, please!) 

to donate for the Auction, 

please bring them to the Fellowship Hall   

November 28th - December 1st. 

Proceeds benefit 

Upshur County Child 

Protective Services.  

Jerry Steger, Auctioneer 

 

Poinsettias for the Church 
 

Because of the difficulty 
of maintaining fresh 
poinsettias during the 
entire season of Advent 
and Christmas, this year 
we will be using silk 
poinsettias. As in 
the past you may pur-
chase a poinsettia In 
Memory or In Honor of 
loved ones.  An infor-
mation form will be in 
the bulletin.   

 

Deadline for inclusion in the bulletin insert is 
Sunday, December 18th  

 

  

 

Our Worship Service is broadcast 

on ETEX, Channel 999, Sunday, 6 p.m. 

and Monday, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
The holiday season is upon us and that usually means an annual trip to 

Santa Land but this year we will be doing something a little different. 

On Wednesday, November 30th the youth will be going to Carmela 

Davis' Santa Land in Longview. We will 

meet at the church at 6:00, load up and 

head to Longview. We will be going 

to CiCi's for dinner afterwards. Dinner will 

be provided. 

 

Also, our youth council will meet on Sun-

day, December 4th following worship. 

 

Our MYF Christmas party will be held 

on Wednesday, December 14th. We are asking 

everyone to bring an item to donate to Newgate 

Mission (socks, gloves, toboggans, sweatshirts, 

sweatpants, trial-size toiletry items, etc.)   

 

Matthew 
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Mark Your Calendarsé 

Nov. 30 - Trip to Santa Land, 6 p.m.  

Dec. 4 - Youth Council, following Worship 

Dec. 14 - Christmas Party, 6 p.m.  

 

 

Youth News    

by Matthew Potter 

 

 
 

Christmas (Angel) Tree 

Once again the Christmas Tree 

is in the hall to be decorated 

with items for Newgate.  A list of 

some items needed includes 

warm caps, socks, gloves, etc. 

for men, women and children.  

Also appreciated are hard can-

dies.  This tree is sponsored by 

the Mission Committee and 

items are packed and delivered 

by the Youth.   

Thanks, 

Sarah Monk 

 


