
Vision Statement: 

First United Methodist Church is 

a loving, supportive family of 

faith working together to share 

God's love. 

   
 

 

 

 

 

A Taste of Whatôs Inside 

1,5         Church Facts 
 

2            Regards from Jenna 
 

2            Welcome Gwyn 
 

3            Relay for Life 
 

3            Youth News 
 

3            Children's Corner 
 

4            Music Notes 
 

4            Missions Moment 
 

4            Uganda Mission Opportunity 
 

4            Community Food Pantry  
      Collection 
 

5            Puppets for Jesus 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

3  Relay for Life - April 22 
 

3            Youth Relay for Life Fund-
      raiser begins - April 17 
 

3            Young Believers in God -  
      May 1 
 

3            Youth Impact Weekend -  
      June 10 - 12 
 

4            Mission Committee - April 17 
 

4            Deadline for letters to  
      Lulwanda - May 12 
 

 

     Friends  . . . I enjoyed a few minutes earlier today with the 
Greens.  During our time together they shared some important and 
interesting information related to their annual mission trip to Lulwan-
da, Uganda.  You may recall the presentations they offered over the 
last few years which detailed the work they were able to do as serv-
ants of Christ within one of the many orphanages in this East African 
nation. Please see an article in this newsletter issue. 
     One of my ñoperating procedures,ò what I have experienced 
which I know works, is the way in which lives are enhanced when 

people work together in Christôs name.  I have found, for example, that a good old traditional 
ñmission trip,ò brings people together as few other opportunities can.  For example several 
of ours will be heading off to the United Methodist Committee on Reliefôs (UMCOR) mission 
center, ñSager Brown,ò at Baldwin, Louisiana in just a few weeks.  I know they will return 
with great stories and inspiration. 
     What Iôm thinking about here is the opportunity to ñdoò a mission trip, to gather a group, 
maybe two or three groups, and find something to do together to enhance the lives of some-
one else.  Perhaps there can be a ñchurch-wideò family experience, a group made up of 
Methodist Men or Women, and one youth-focused.   
     We actually have a unique opportunity right now in our own area.  Owing to the flooding 
of the last few weeks there are needs in places within easy driving distance.  For example 
there is the area not far from us around Caddo Lake and to the south in and around Beau-
mont, even as far south as Sabine Pass right on the Gulf Coast. 
     The purpose of such a venture is not only to offer support, and Christian care, but also to 
build community as we build stronger bonds as persons of faith.  
     My challenge here is for yôall to give this a bit of thought, prayer, and consideration.  Let 
me know if this is an idea which is of interest to you.  I have mentioned this to a few on our 
mission ministry team and also to a youth-focused planning group.  I have no exact plan in 
mind but know there are options if some are moved in that direction. 

     Thanks for your time.  Regards and God Bless . . . See you Sunday, if not before . . . 

Richard 

Pastor, Richard Laster 
pastorlaster@etex.net 
 

Secretary, Carol Craddock 
fumcsect@etex.net 
 

Financial Secretary, Lamon Geddie 
fumcacct@etex.net 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you all so much 
for your prayers, warm 
wishes and kind words 
Sunday, April 10, 
2016.  I felt welcome 
the first time I walked 
in the door on a cold 
November Sunday in 
2013 and that feeling 
never ceased.   Get-
ting to know so many 
of you in many differ-
ent bible study groups, 
mission work and com-

mittees has been such a blessing. 
 
You will all hold a special place in my heart.  If you 
are ever in Cowtown and have a few minutes give 
me a jingle. 
 
Thanks again for your love, support and prayers. 
God Bless You All. 
 
With Warm Regards, 

Jenna Lowry 
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WE SHOW OUR LOVE 
 
 

By Our Prayers . . .   
 

Susan Ellison, Barbara Fix, Linda Ford, Roy Helpenstill, 

Dr. David Jenkins, Ron Johns, Ashley Meyerson, Mindy 

Shipley, Mel Small, Betty Wallace, Mary Lou Wightman 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊƛπ

ƻǳǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǎƘǳǘ-ƛƴǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ ²Ŝō {ƛǘŜ  
ŦƻǊ ǳǇ-ǘƻ-ǘƘŜ-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΦ   

 

 

tǊŀȅŜǊ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
           

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ  

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ǘŜƭƭ DƻŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ IƛƳ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ  --  tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ пΥс 

{ǳōƳƛǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜΥ 

ǿǿǿΦƎƛƭƳŜǊ-ŦǳƳŎΦŎƻƳ 

 hǊ /ŀƭƭΥ  /ƘǳǊŎƘ hŶŎŜ ς фло-упо-нсмл 

WŀƴŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ς фло-упм-мнфм 

Follow us on Facebook       

First United Methodist Church   

of Gilmer 

 

5ŀǘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

aŀǊŎƘ нт  тр млл олп 

!ǇǊƛƭ о мф млм мпф 
 

!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ   
¸ŜŀǊ ǘƻ 5ŀǘŜ 

ол фт мфл 

 

!ǾŜǊŀƎŜ   
[ŀǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊ 

но ут мтм 

{ǘŀǝǎǝŎŀƭƭȅ {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ 
Our Presence 

 

aƻƴǘƘ 
¢ƻǘŀƭ 
LƴŎƻƳŜ 

¢ƻǘŀƭ  
9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ 

LƴŎƻƳŜ 
hǾŜǊκ 
ό¦ƴŘŜǊύ 

aŀǊŎƘ ϷонΣррмΦпн ϷопΣмллΦлл -ϷмΣрпуΦру 

¸ŜŀǊ ǘƻ 5ŀǘŜ ϷфсΣспфΦор ϷммрΣмопΦсл -ϷмуΣпурΦнр 

Our Presents 

 

Our Worship Service is broadcast 

on ETEX, Channel 999, Sunday, 6 p.m. 

and Monday, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joined April 3, 2016 

Gwyn Fenton 
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 Hello everyone! Our youth are partici-
pating in the Relay for Life again this year but 
in a little bit different way. This year the youth 
of our church have put together their own 
team and as our fundraiser the youth are 

putting together a raffle that will begin Sunday, April 17th and will be open 
all the way through the night of the event on Friday, April 22nd. If you are a 
youth in 6th grade through 12th grade and would like to be a part of the 
Relay for Life team please let me know ASAP and we will get you signed 
up. The event will be held at Gilmer High School at the home side parking 
lot of the stadium on Friday, April 22nd. Anyone's help through participation 
or donation would be greatly appreciated. Hope to see everyone there! 
 
 Impact Weekend is right around the corner. This year our annual 
Impact Weekend will be held Friday, June 10th through Sunday, June 
12th. There are several things needed to ensure Impact Weekend 
goes extremely well, and that is plenty of adult leadership/help throughout 
the weekend. I speak from experience when I say that it is a blessing to be 
around these young people and see what kind of impact they can and want 
to make on other people�¶s lives. If you would be willing to help with Impact 
Weekend in some way please let me know. 

 

 

 Our Young Believers in God 
did a great job cleaning flower 
beds and starting the cleaning of 
the Gaga pit.   

 

 YBG's are really 
having a good time.  This 
program is open to all 
2nd to 5th graders.  We 
are learning about ser-
vice and mission work.  
We also have fun and 
fellowship meet-
ings.  Next month we will 
be having a fun out-
ing. May 1st after 
church we will be head-
ing to Air U! 

Mrs. Chandra 
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The city-wide Relay For Life 
Garage Sale was a success. 
Our share of the profits was 
$2,263! All proceeds go to-
wards our team goal. Thanks 
to David Netterville and Larry 
Savage for all the work they 
did, and also to everyone who 
brought stuff. 
 

Our Bake Sale on Sunday, 
April 10th raised another $850. 
Thanks to everyone who either 
brought or bought baked 
goods. Special thanks go to 
Linda Keller and Cynthia Clark 
who helped coordinate this 
fundraiser. 
 

Remember to purchase your 
Luminarias. Forms are avail-
able in the church�¶s Welcome 
Center. We would like the 
forms turned in by April 19th, 
however sales of Luminarias 
will be made the night of the 
Relay. 
 

Our goal is to raise $8,000 by 
the end of April to help in the 
fight against cancer. So far, we 
have collected $5,600. If you 
are willing to help us reach our 
goal, any donation is appreciat-
ed. Make checks payable to 
the American Cancer Socie-
ty. 
 

Everyone is invited to drop 
by your FUMC Team area at 
the Gilmer High School be-
ginning at 6:00 p.m. on April 
22nd. 
 

Steve Nye 

Matthew 

 

by Chandra Sorrells 

by Matthew Potter 

 

Youth News 

 

 


