
Vision Statement:  

First United Methodist Church is 

a loving, supportive family of faith 

working together to share God's 

love. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       

  Contact Us  
 

 

           105 N. Montgomery St 
        Gilmer, TX 75644 
        903-843-2610 
 

        www.gilmer -fumc.com 

Pastor, Richard Laster 
pastorlaster@etex.net 
 

Secretary, Carol Craddock 
fumcsect@etex.net 
 

Financial Secretary, Lamon Geddie 
fumcacct@etex.net 
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Mark Your Calendar  
  
2           Vacation Bible School -  
     July 13 - 17 
3           Youth end of year event -  
     May 27 
3           Graduating Senior Luncheon -  
     May 31 
3           Family ice cream and bingo   
     event - June 5 
3           Family day at Longview Splash   
     Pad - June 25 
4           Pentecost Sunday - May 24 
 

 Greetings, friends . . . Over these last few Sunday evenings 
a group of folks from the church have gathered for dinner and to par-
ticipate in an interesting study of Christianity and World Religions by 
United Methodist pastor Adam Hamilton.  This past Sunday, May 10, 
the topic was one which was both timely and at the same time chal-
lenging.  We took a look at Islam. 
 I admit here, as I did last night, to having some ñhurtingò over 
the topic.  How can any of us be anything but heart-sickened when we 
hear the details of how radicalized, extreme Islam is moving forward in 

nonproductive ways in certain parts of the world and how for the first time in history we also 
are experiencing the uncertainty and challenges of disruption which is part of the way these 
folks choose to impact their neighbors and those beyond.  I hurt for those affected and be-
cause of what seems to be a never ending, nearly hopeless situation.   
 After learning just a touch about the Muslim religion, digesting the images off of the 
social media and the internet, and putting into the mix my own experience with Muslims I 
came to know in the area in which we lived in Houston, I am at a point where I do have one 
insight worth sharing.  Hamiltonôs direction is for us to find the courage and the challenge to 
ñshare the gospel.ò  This is a tall order, but one to which Hamilton gives specific direction:  
ñThe only way I believe we can share the gospel with our Muslim neighbors is by reaching out 
in love toward them.ò  He ends the chapter with these words from a leader of the Islamic com-
munity in Kansas City, Hamiltonôs home area:  ñMuslims are as frightened as anybody else. . . 
reaching out to them is very important.  If you find some unable to reach back, perhaps it is 
due to their fear and current political crisis.  Muslims are good people.  They are trusted.  
They are hard working.  They have families.ò 
 Hamiltonôs last words in the chapter are a thought which actually translates to and 
defines the Christian.  Recalling Paulôs direction found in II Corinthians 5: 20, he says; ñOur 
calling is to be ambassadors to all people, including our Muslim cousins.  What kind of am-
bassador will you be?ò  

  

Richard  
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WE SHOW OUR LOVE 
 

By Our Prayers . . .   
 

Chuck and Lu Crenshaw, Ceci Crombie, Barbara Fix, 

Lurline Johnson, Matthew Morgan, Sandy Steelman, 

Billie Stevenson, Chester Studdard, family of David 

and Brenda Tapley, family of Dick Wylie 

Remember ongoing prayers for loved ones with seri-
ous illnesses, our shut-ins, family and friends in the 

military service and the leaders and staff of our 
church and our country. 

 

Remember to check our Web Site  
for up-to-the-minute prayer requests.   

 

 

 

Date 
Total 

Income 
Total  

Expenses 

Income 
Over/ 

(Under) 

April  $30,270.34 $33,331.19 - $3,060.85 

Year to Date $131,695.11 $153,912.67 -$22,217.56 

Our Presents 

 

Vacation Bible School 

July 13-17, 2015    8 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Ages:  Entering K ς Entering 6th grade 

 

Prayer Ministry 
           

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ  

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ ǘŜƭƭ DƻŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 

to thank Him for His answers.  --  Philippians 4:6 

{ǳōƳƛǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜΥ 

www.gilmer-fumc.com 

 Or Call:  Church Office ς 903-843-2610 

Jane Wilson ς 903-841-1291 

 

 

    Our Worship Service is broadcast  
 

on ETEX, Channel 999, Sunday, 6 p.m.  
 

and Monday, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.  

Statistically Speaking 

Our Presence 

Date 
Sunday 

School 
Worship Visitors 

April 19 91 191 20 

April 26 87 198 22 

Average          

Year to Date 
89 168 25 

Average         

Last Year 
87 171 23 

 

 

 Our Deepest Sympathy toé 

  the family of Dick Wylie 
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What a glorious day to dedicate our 
playground!  We were so glad to have 
so many come out and participate in 
this.  I hope you got to see our Pastor 
and District Superintendent slide down 
together!  The playground is already 
being used by afterschool programs 

and Wednesday night nursery.  We are looking forward to using it during 
VBS and on Saturdays for the patrons of the Clothes Closet.   Thanks to all 
who so generously gave to this project. 
 
Looking forward to June, please mark your calendars now for the Ice Cream 
Social and Bingo on Friday, June 5th. This is a great time to fellowship 
with all the families of our church.  Be on the lookout for detail on a fun out-
ing to the Longview Splash Pad on June 25th.  It is going to be a great 
summer! 
 

Chandra 
  

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

Youth News  

 by Matthew Potter 

 
 Hello everyone! The 
school year is coming to a close 
and that means that MYF activi-
ties will be ending soon for the 
school year as well. We will be 
having our MYF End of the Year 
Party on Wednesday, May 
27th. Make sure you bring your 
swimming and fishing gear, as 
well as your appetite! We will 
meet at the church that evening 
at 6:00 and will be returning 
around 8:30.  
 
  With the school year 
winding down that also means 
that some of our young people 
will be graduating and moving on 
to adulthood. We want to be able 
to thank, congratulate and honor 
these seniors. We will be having 
a Senior Recognition luncheon 
and presentation immediately 
following our worship service 
on Sunday, May 31st in the 
Christian Life Center.  There will 
be a slide show along with a dis-
play of accomplishments and ac-
colades from throughout the 
years. Please come out and 
show support for these seniors 
as they begin an exciting new 
chapter of their life.  
 
 With summer comes 
summer activities here at the 
church. My plan is to release our 
summer calendars Memorial Day 
weekend so make sure you are 
on the lookout!  
 

 

 
 

Matthew 
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 by Chandra Sorrells 


